WAR
forward pacifism. As such, he was welcomed to their meetings ;
as such, he was chosen as their leader and received their
admiration, their regard, and their homage.
On the other hand, it was to the Liberals that he owed his
seat in Parliament. No Labour man could have won Leicester
at that time without the support of the Liberals. MacDonald's
speeches and writing at the beginning of the War had their
repercussions in his constituency. The Executive Committee
of the Leicester Liberal Association passed a resolution expres-
sing c strong disapprobation s of MacDonald's attitude with
regard to Sir Edward Grey. This warning note made him
feel very uneasy. He felt that, if he was to retain their support
when the next election came, he must be very careful and
discreet. To play this double role between Liberal and
Labour required the exercise always of a subtlety, a dexterity,
a vigilance, and a patience which had strong psychological
reactions on his character.